
 

 

 

Dear Oak Street School Families, 
 

I am very pleased to announce that we are entering into our third year of the Learn to Lead initiative at 

Oak Street School.  This initiative allows our students to learn skills to be successful in the 21st century 

world.   By using this common language of the 7 habits, we help our students find the leader in each of 

them and how to be a successful adult.   Lead with the 7 Habits is our motto.  Our mission statement is 

to live, to love, to learn, to leave a legacy.   
 

For the 2017 - 2018 school year, we are stressing the importance of being Leaders and setting goals.  

Our theme this year is “Unmask the Super Leader in You!”  Don’t be surprised if you catch a glimpse of 

many our staff members wearing superhero capes during special school events. We also encourage all our 

students to wear superhero/leader shirts for all Leadership Assemblies. 
 

The leadership principles and lessons are not taught as a curriculum, but rather are incorporated into 

traditions, systems, and culture. We teach the children that leadership is not a role or position, but 

rather building confidence within oneself to do the right thing.  We will also be stressing the 

importance of showing kindness towards ourselves, to others and the environment.  We strive to teach 

our students the importance of kindness and leading by example.  
 

We will continue to teach our students how to set personal and academic goals.  Each child in grades 

kindergarten through fifth will be tracking their goals by maintaining a data notebook.  Students have 

been taught that these goals are WIGs… Wildly Important Goals.  Teachers serve as effective role 

models by posting their WIGS outside their classrooms.   
 

A thought provoking quote that I am very fond of is from Muriel Summers. She is the principal of AB 

Combs School (North Carolina) and along with Dr. Steven Covey, created the Leader in Me model.  She 

posed this question to educators and parents:  
“We only get one chance to prepare children for a world none of us can possibly predict,  

what are we going to do with that one chance?” 
 

Each month we will be focusing on a specific habit.  For the month of October we will be focusing on 

Habit # 1   Be Proactive.  The children will learn that being proactive means taking control of your 

actions and reactions.  You’re in charge of you, and nobody else can “make” you do something.  You make 

your own choices.  You choose to be happy or sad.  A PROactive person uses proactive language.  For 

example, “I can”, “I prefer”, “I will”.   
 

Books that can help children learn more about being proactive: 

The Little Engine that Could by Watty Piper 

The Very Lonely Firefly by Eric Carle 

Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher  by Bruce Coville 

On My Honor by Marion Bauer 

Someday a Tree by Eve Bunting 

Salt in His Shoes, Michael Jordan: In Pursuit of a Dream   by Deloris Jordan 

The Real McCoy: The life of an African American Inventor  by Wendy Towle 
 

Smiles, 

Jane Costa 

Learn to Lead 


